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                     The Bard’s Farewell
                     by The New Theatre 

















This is a social story guide to attending sensory friendly performances during ŻiguŻajg.

The guide is intended to help prepare you for a new experience and help you to become familiar with the surroundings and the performance.









Welcome to Valletta Campus.  This is what the building looks like from the outside. The building can be accessed either from Merchants Street or from St. Paul’s Street.  
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St. Paul’s Street Entrance 

Merchant Street Entrance 
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When you enter through the front door, you will see a small desk and find yourself inside this long corridor. A person will approach you to guide you to the theatre. 
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Your performance is at the Valletta Campus Theatre. You will enter into another long corridor on the ground floor. Below the photo of this corridor leading to the Valletta Campus Theatre












At the end right of this corridor there is an open door that leads you to the Performing Space. You go through this door before the performance starts. Here, You will be waiting with other children and adults to go inside the Theatre.  Our Assistants will check your tickets.
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You will be met by our assistants. 
The assistants will be wearing a t-shirt like in the picture above.
You can ask an assistant if you have any questions and they will do their best to help you. 
When it’s time for the show to start, the assistants will guide you to the theatre. 
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It may be a little bit dark inside but not too dark 











These are your seats. Some seats might be left vacant. 


















If you need to use the toilet,  you need to go out of the Valletta Campus Theatre and the assistants will guide you to the toilets which are very close.
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There will be an area for you if you need a break during the performances.

You need to go out of the Valletta Campus Theatre and our assistants will help you to find the restroom.

It will have red sofas.

You can use the area during the performance. 
 
You can come back to the show whenever you are ready. 
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Here is a guide on the performance you will see. The performance is called








                     The Bard’s Farewell
                     by The New Theatre 










What is Bard's Farewell?

· It is a theatre show for children.
· A group of actors will be performing.
· This performance is a mix of slow, medium to quick-paced movements.
· Music includes recorded music and live singing.
· Lights include general and steady color washes from the side together with some mild flashes.
· The stage is a platform that opens up to show different scenes and furniture items. 
· The performance has themes of Loss, Love, Friendship, Betrayal & Fate 
· The show contains dance, acting, and singing
· The performance is approximately 1 hour 15 minutes and has no interval.
· You will hear a person make an announcement that the performance is about to begin.
· This is the start of the show.
· During the show you might find something funny, you can laugh if you like.
· During the show, you might see or hear something that makes you feel sad. You can feel sad if you like, that’s okay.
· You might hear other people in the audience cheer, clap, shout out or scream. You can join in if you like.
· During the show, you might feel that you need to take some time out. You can leave the performing space and go to the space for breaks.
· You can return to the show when you feel ready.
· At the end of the show, the actors will come out and take a bow. This is the last part of the show. You can clap if you want to.
· The actors will exit the stage.
· This is the end of the show.
· You can now leave the premises. You can take the same route you took when coming in.

What happens in the story? 

· The musical starts with Shakespeare's funeral. We see his wife and friends grieving his loss. We find out that this is actually a fake funeral, as he is not really dead; as Shakespeare himself comes out telling us his plan.  
· His wife and friends, not knowing of Shakespeare's plan head back to his home, as they all spend some time with Anne. Shakespeare disguised as the priest reads some important information to Anne. 
· Shakespeare tells us why he is doing all of this. He introduces another disguise he will be wearing; Albert; a glover. 
· With this disguise, he uses this opportunity to become a close friend to Anne.  
· Anne goes to meet with the players. They show her some of his plays and characters as she never saw any of his work. The Earl of Southampton also visits, he would like to see a new play by the end of the week. As he leaves, they argue about which play to perform. The players unanimously agree to tell Anne to write the new play. 
· Anne is in shock! She meets with Albert once again, she doesn’t know what to do as she doesn’t know how to read or write! Albert proposes to write the play in her name. 
· The Earl is at his desk, as the players come in, he notices that they are not working on the new play. Finally, he also finds out that Anne is writing a new play. He is extremely disappointed. 
· As the Earl leaves, the players find out that he is searching for their replacement. Anne comes running in with 'her play'. The Earl catches up on this and tells her to go back home. 
· Anne makes a final visit to Albert, telling him that she cannot go on with this, and wants to leave. He agrees with her decision. 
· The following day, Shakespeare is worried as his plan didn’t really work. He's reading a passage from the script he was writing for Anne. As he reads Anne comes in and recognizes her husband’s work. She's disappointed at first but is happy to see her husband alive again. 
· Finally, the players and the Earl find out about him as well. He explains that he was doing all of this as he doesn’t want his work to be forgotten. They all tell him that his work is timeless.   

We hope you have a great time.
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